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PERCEPTION et O

ou're on your way home from work and are approaching an intersechion when you sense something ahead. You can 't quite see

the hazard burt you know it's therg, As your choser, you see deitwts on the roadway and immediately slow down and prepare fo
stop. Two hundred feel ﬂﬁwmﬂmmn to the side of the road and a car bumper blocking the street. You pull over and stop,
get out your cell phone and call 911. What was it that alerted you to the initial danger? Was it some sixth sense or something else?

lll’absfer's :II:.'IJ'M.! defines perception as awareness of the elements of environment through physical sensation; physical sensation
-'g-'n‘ of experience; quick, acufe, and intuitive cognition; or a capacily for comprehension.

Through the use of parceplion, a motorcyclist can ascertain much about their riding emvironment and use it to reduce risk. The guicker
hazards can be seen, identified and analyzed, the more lime and space there is to avoid them.

Much has been written aboul safe riding strategies. SIPDE - search, identify, predict, decide, execute - is one such lechnigue used by
moltorcycle safely . The most important aspect of this is the search and identify portion. Most Neensed driving schools
‘ stress the need to look fafahead and get the big picture of whal's happening down the road. Scan aggressively for hazards lo recog-

mize them sooner, But how does a rider oo this?

As riders and drivers, we are a product of our training, experiance and practice. Time in the saddle and years on the road provide us
with many learning experiences. We obtain knowledge and wisdom through seeing situations and reacting to them. A good rider can
recognire possible sources of danger early and discem and prioritize multiple factors. The more guickly we can mentally process all of
our visual clues, the easier it'll be for us to deal with a given sitvalion. The more often we practice this skill, the befter we will become.

‘ You probabiy have a friend who is good af riding in fraffic. You know the type of rider that I'm talking about! - someone who Senses a

gap and smoothly and effortiessly moves to the next lane to pass. They measure the refative speed of each car and decide quickly when
and where to move. Their skills of perception are high. They can easily see and evaluate a situation rapidly. Their senses are heightened
but yet they are still relaxed. How does one develop this skill?

Two motorcyclists may react differently fo the same clues. Whether it's a bystander crossing the road, a car tuming left at an infersec-

tlon or a decreasing radius curve, awareness of the situation varies from rider Io rider, Each person perceives things vniguely. Visual

acuity, mental sharpness, fatigue, riding experience, age, drug and alcohol use and other factars contribute or detract from perception
and reaction fime. What can we do as ridevs fo increase our sense of perception?

We can better our chances of identifying and avoiding objects by riding sober, being rested, having the right attitude and continuously
scanning for hazards by looking far ahead. We can improve our reaction lime through practicing braking and swerving skills in a
parking lot. The use of a learned, trained response will become auvlomalic through repetition. These skills can improve all aspects of
your riding, from comer enfry lo braking to accident avoidance. Perceive, reach, execule — you can do il

-

One of the biggest changes in sporthike degign is the new Showa Big Piston
Front (BPF) Fork. Now available on the Suzuki GEX=-R1000 and Kawasaki
ZX-6R, tha BPF ulilizes a large-diamater internal piston. According fo
Kawasaki, this permits a reduction in damping pressure, for smoother action
and belter fronf end feedback - especially under braking and initial corner
turn-in. Suzuki claims that BPF forks produce more effective valving, with
more controlled compression delivering belfer feedback to the rider. The BPF
design puts the fork springs at the bottom of each fork leg, submerged in fork
ofl, reducing fork oif foaming and contributing fo more stable damping. Both
rebound and compression valve adiustment screws are on fop of the fork
caps. Spring preload is adjusted at the botfom of the fork leg assembly. BPF
forks are also claimed to be lighter in weight than conventional forks. It will
ba interasting to see if BPF forks fve up to these claims and if this trend in
suspension design carries over fo other manufaciurers and models.

George Tranos is a freelance writer and photographer.
Hiz reviews and stories have appeared in many national publications.

You can write him at George@BigdppleMoto.com
&4 FTNYNE MAR 09




